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must begin immediately to have an up-
or-down vote on a clean bill that ex-
tends vital emergency unemployment
benefits for the 99 weeks for the mil-
lions of job seekers who continue to
struggle to find a job and are no longer
eligible for unemployment compensa-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, the majority of Ameri-
cans who are struggling to find a job
now are already no longer getting un-
employment benefits due to the 99-
week wall. But people want to work.
There are four people, however, looking
for one job, and that is a fact.

So we need to pass H.R. 3638, the Re-
store the American Dream Act, for the
99 percent, a package of job-creation
measures and policy reforms intro-
duced by the Congressional Progressive
Caucus. This bill would significantly
boost employment and create jobs in
the short term and improve the fiscal
outlook in the long term. It’s the right
thing to do. Instead, this Tea Party-led
Congress has wasted an entire year
without any jobs bills, without extend-
ing any new help to the millions of
Americans in need.

We can’t wait and neither should
Congress. Let’s help to make sure that
the poor and the unemployed Ameri-
cans find good-paying jobs and make
that our number one priority. We must
remove these obstacles to reignite the
American Dream.

————

ENERGY AND NATIONAL SECURITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. KINZINGER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. KINZINGER of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, you know, when we look at
what are some of the most important
issues facing our country today, obvi-
ously economy comes very first. Next,
we talk about energy, we talk about
spending, and we talk about national
security, all very important.

You know, one nexus between econ-
omy and national defense is energy and
our lack of energy here at home. Yes-
terday, the President’s own Jobs Coun-
cil called for an ‘‘all-in approach’ to
energy policy that includes expanded
oil and gas drilling as well as expe-
diting energy projects like pipelines.
The report stated:

“The Council recognizes the impor-
tant safety and environmental con-
cerns surrounding these types of
projects, but now more than ever, the
jobs and economic and energy security
benefits of these energy projects re-
quire us to tackle the issues head-on
and to expeditiously, though cau-
tiously, move forward on projects that
can support hundreds of thousands of
jobs.”

The Keystone X1, pipeline does just
that. This pipeline would directly cre-
ate 20,000 American jobs in manufac-
turing and construction and 118,000
total jobs. In addition, we would see
830,000 barrels of safe and secure oil
each day from our friends to the north,
which means we’ll need less oil from
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countries we can no longer rely on and
are not friendly to the interests of the
United States.

Caterpillar, a leading manufacturer
from my home State, supports securing
stable and affordable energy from a
North American ally through the Key-
stone XL pipeline and urges approval of
this pipeline. Daniel Macholan, the
Global Pipeline general manager for
Caterpillar, said: ‘‘Considering the eco-
nomic and energy security benefits of
these vital resources, we should con-
tinue to expand America’s access to
safe, affordable energy to help ensure
improved domestic and global energy
security and stable prices for con-
sumers. Pipelines are a critical part of
our energy infrastructure, and addi-
tional pipeline capacity will help con-
sumers and businesses throughout the
United States.”

There’s a lot of talk of the need for
bipartisanship today. There’s a lot of
talk for the need to unite different fac-
tions of people into one common goal
for our country. And I agree that when
you look at this project, the Keystone
pipeline, it has bipartisan support.
There were Democrats that supported
this bill as well as Republicans and
something that I believe we should
move forward on as a country.

Manufacturers and union organiza-
tions are united alike in supporting
this project. Last summer, the State
Department announced that this exten-
sion had passed extensive environ-
mental reviews, but President Obama
has already stalled for more than 26
days to make a decision on the Key-
stone XL pipeline.

The fact is that somebody will ben-
efit from oil out of Alberta, Canada. If
it’s not the United States, it will be
China—unless we take immediate ac-
tion to expand the Keystone XL pipe-
line—and it will be American busi-
nesses and consumers who will suffer
the consequences from our inaction.

Ladies and gentlemen, I'm an Air
Force pilot. I've been overseas. I've
fought in these wars. And I can tell
you, as much as I think we’re doing the
right thing, one thing we can do is to
reduce our reliance on foreign oil so
that when Iran threatens to close the
Strait of Hormuz, it means nothing to
the energy security of this country and
just simply leaves it to what that’s
going to mean for them.

I strongly urge President Obama to
immediately support this job-creating,
bipartisan project. The time to act is
now.

———

INSENSITIVE COMMENTS BY
PRESIDENT OF OHIO STATE UNI-
VERSITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, my first
reaction upon reading Dr. Gordon Gee’s
denigrating comments about the Polish
Army was to see red—blood red.

As a Polish American, I fail to see
the humor when the president of The
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Ohio State University described bu-
reaucratic turf battles at his school
with administrators ‘‘shooting each
other” as ‘‘kind of like the Polish
Army.” His comments revealed not
only insensitivity to the suffering of
the Polish people over the past two
centuries, but a shocking lack of
knowledge of history. Surely, the lead-
er of a major institution of higher
learning should know better.
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Ohio State, after all, is home to the
Center for Slavic and East European
Studies.

Having spent my public career trying
to overcome ethnic stereotyping, I
thought about how to respond: Do I
hold a press conference? Do I make an
official statement? The Polish Amer-
ican Congress quickly demanded, re-
ceived, and accepted an apology from
President Gee.

But I kept thinking about my dear
friend Colonel Marian WojciechowskKi,
a true hero of Poland and America,
who died last year at age 97. 1 have
known the Wojciechowski family for
almost half a century. Marian’s bril-
liant daughter Mary Ann was my
friend in high school and the valedic-
torian of our class at St. Ursula Acad-
emy in Toledo.

Her father, Marian, had commanded
a Polish Army cavalry platoon at the
place where World War II started on
land September 1, 1939. Against impos-
sible odds, the Polish Army secured a
tactical victory in the battle of Mokra.
There was nothing disorganized or cha-
otic about Marian’s home unit, the 21st
Regiment Pulku Ulanow
Nadwisclankich, which eventually was
awarded the Virtuti Militari, Poland’s
highest military honor.

No, President Gee, the Polish soldiers
at Mokra did not shoot at each other.
In fact, they inflicted surprisingly
heavy losses against the more heavily
equipped Nazi invaders, who lost 800
men. Eventually, the Poles’ situation
deteriorated, as they ran low on ammu-
nition and medicine. No Western coun-
try came to their aid. No Western
country. The infantry commander con-
sidered surrendering, but the cavalry
commander ordered a charge. Polish
cavalry soldiers bravely drew their
swords, positioned their artillery, and
heroically charged German positions,
even though they were hopelessly over-
matched by mechanized blitzkrieg
forces on the land, including two Pan-
zer divisions, and Luftwaffe planes in
the air.

A fellow soldier from Marian’s home-
town of Polaniec thought Marian had
been killed and reported the sad news
to Marian’s family who held a funeral
for him. But in fact, Marian had sur-
vived, had moved east with his remain-
ing cavalry forces to fight the Red
Army that attacked Poland 3 weeks
later on the Russian front, on Sep-
tember 17. My friend Marian was
grazed in the head by a Russian bullet.
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